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Excise duty on fuels

Annual vehicle tax (on Hungarian vehicles)

Vehicle transfer fee

Environmental product charges

Excess weight fee

Motorway toll

Vehicle tax (on foreign vehicles)

TOTAL
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Wrong decision:

To reach this logistic center,
heavy trucks must pass through
a densely populated area






Challenge 10:

Dispelling the myths



Dispelling the myths

Myth 1.
,More freight transport =
= more economic growth,
Improved competitiveness”



Competitiveness
(2003)
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The relation between
freight transport intensity
and competiveness

in 30 European countries

Sources:
Eurostat,
Global Competitiveness Report



Freight transport intensity of 27 European countrie S*
grouped according to competitiveness
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*The 3 Baltic states are not included.



Trucks transport ltalian mineral water to
Sweden and Swedish mineral water to
Italy.

There are many similar examples.

Does this improve the competitiveness of
the European Union?



Liebig’s Law is more or less valid also for the eco nomy:
economical growth will be the greatest, If the scar cest
resource will be increased. Transport is generally not the
scarcest resource.

Liebig's Law of the Minimum states that growth is co ntrolled not by the total
of resources available, but by the scarcest resourc e. This concept was

originally applied to plant or crop growth, where i t was found that increasing
the amount of plentiful nutrients did not increase plant growth. Only by
increasing the amount of the limiting nutrient (the one most scarce in

relation to "need") was the growth of a plant or cr op improved.
(Wikipedia)




Dispelling the myths

Myth 2
,More freight transport =
= more jobs”



“The European Commission acknowledged in its
Communication “Freight Transport Logistics in

Europe” that while the fast growth of freight transp ort
has contributed to a rise of employment...”

(ETTAR Background Paper for the Prague Workshop)

Freight transport is a very energy- and

material-intensive activity. With the same
amount of money a lot more jobs can be
created in other sectors of the economy.



Dispelling the myths

Myth 3
,Road freight transport Is
overtaxed”



IRU: ,Any penalty on road transport is an even greater pe  nalty on
economy, leading companies to relocate and to cut | obs.”

(http://www.iru.org/index/cms-filesystem-action?fil e=webnews/en_Didya2007.pdf)

No mention of external costs.
No mention of the possibility of tax shift from lab or to natural
resources.



Dispelling the myths

Myth 4.
Price does not influence
demand”



IRU: ,,Considering that profit margins of transport operations are
very low it becomes clear that any fuel costincrea  se will be
passed on to the final consumer.”

If the costs can be passed on to the costumer, what IS the
hauliers’ problem with tax increases?
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Dispelling the myths

Myth 5:
,Technology will solve
everything”



W

Technological progress Is essential,
but not omnipotent

. New technologies often create new problems
. Time factor

In Europe every year 300,000 persons die prematurely
because of PM pO”Ution (Source: M. Amann, |. et. Al:. Scope for further emission

reductions: The range between Current Legislation and Maximum Technically Feasible Reductions,
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) Laxenburg, Austria, 2004,
http://www.iiasa.ac.at/rains/CAFE_files/baseline3v2.pdf )

. Cost factor
. ICT, ITS might lead to more transport and hence m ore

pollution



Dispelling the myths

Myth 6:
,Cars are the real problem,
not trucks”









Dispelling the myths

Myth 7
,Rallways are not a feasible
alternative”



Measured in tkm, the share of long distance transpo  rt
(over 500 km) is much higher (25%7?).



Examples of
companies shifting
their goods transport
from road to rall



Dispelling the myths

Myth 8:
,More subsidies are useful
for road freight transport”
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The Swiss people voted in a referendum for introduc INg
high kilometer-fees for trucks.

A Hungarian opinion poll showed that the majority o f
the population thinks road freight transport does n ot
pay its full costs, and that high road fees should be
Introduced for trucks.
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People are protesting against heavy trucks
all over Europe



How to dispell
the myths?

Some experiences of the
Clean Air Action Group



Research
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Funded mostly by the Oak Foundation
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Advertisements .
 Television
 Newspapers

e Glant posters

e Small posters in metro

Letters to

e all mayors in Hungary (3200)
e all members of the Parliament
* mMinisters

30-minute film
Wide press coverage



300 billboards on the roads in Hungary









The Hungarian Government decided In
2007 to Introduce a kilometer-fee
for trucks in 2009.

It also decided to increase subsidies for
combined transport.



Thank you for your attention!

Andras Lukacs
Clean Air Action Group
Hungary
www.levego.hu
lukacs@levego.hu






